Boys' and Girls'
State let
students
While Clearwater Beach
was crowded with sun
worshipers during the
first weeks of summer, another
group of teenagers were busy in
Tallahassee, Florida, at Boys'
and Girls' State. Each were long
sessions at Florida State Univer-
sity. Girls' State participants con-
sisted of Kim Berfield, Alescia
Fleming, Kara Hendry, and An-
drea Wheeler. Boys' State par-
ticipants included Ed Cole, John
Nicely, John Goodgame, Tyson
Browning, Matt Cole, Willie Ca-
seber, Eric Collins, Bob Ehr and
Jason Carr.
The participants were nomi-
nated by teachers who then vot-
ed on the students that were cho-
sen. These students were then in-
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terviewed by the American
Legion.
Instead of continuous, long lec-
tures on the operation of our gov-
ernment, the participants were
involved in elections and actual
participation of governmental
positions.
"I ran for Secretary of State
because I felt that it was a chal-
lenging and interesting position,"
said Ed Cole.
While not everyone had an
elected position. Everyone was
able to receive a more informa-
tive view of the government than
the average citizen.
"I was able to see how the vot-
er can influence the govern-
ment," said Caseler.
To the outsider this might have
seemed difficult and demanding,
when in fact there were some
quite memorable moments.
"We were sitting in the Gallery
during a session of the House of
Chambers when a group of us
started to do the wave," said Eric
Collins.
While some memorable mo-
ments were humorous, others
were more inspirational.
"For me it was really neat
when we went to the State Cap-
itol, we were allowed to sit in the
House of Representatives'
chairs," said Andrea Wheeler.
Not only were the participants
able to play the roles of govern-
ment officials, they were also
able to meet the officials. They
met Governor Bob Martinez and
Betty Caster,  Commissioner of
Education.
When their work was complet-
ed, the participants were able to
relax with their new friends.
"I still keep in touch with one
of my friends who was in my city
(small group),"said Alescia Flem-
ing.
All in all, each of the partici-
pants came away with valuable
learning experiences. Whether
they were in the elections, the
actual government system, or
meeting new friends, they all had
one thing in common. It was an
experience that they would re-
member for a long time. ?
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